MACHINERY

Strautmann struts its stuff

aving made more than
(W) hig, square bales of
hili:h:.gl.l.ﬂll.'_'.'hﬂ_'.' which
were inmreasingly diffi-
«cult o sell at an aocept-
ahle price this summer, Devon dairy
farmer Alan (rnck decided the forage
value would e hetter incorporated
it rations for his 10S-oow daryherd,

Mr Chuick, of HLT. (uick and Sons,
farms the |ll-hectare Rull Green
Farm, near Callompion, wich his par-
entsk and .

Ife-l;:lr:ll_l.-; 'ﬁ'mdndhwm'k ot
the hest way to process the bales. Our
14-year-uld horizontal miver had been
superh and totally refiable, bt it was
unahlsto processhay. The only option
wasio our feeder.”

The tarm first moved to a togal
mixed ration-style fesd in 2007,
and with feed advice from Crediton
Milling, gradually raised the herd
average to i (NN litres, representing a
1.5 Hitre: increase over simply feed-
ing slage direct from the damp.

Mr Quick says: “We have focused
on milk ion snce 2 and
h.u'e:n:-nF:i-ﬁdlu-tTh:- pu=h both malk

uality and for lity to imcr-
2;51: n.ﬁepﬂlﬁlahlny With
rrmmqq_hagem‘r:lﬁh‘:mﬂlehﬁd‘s
diet, we sipnd to improve cow health
and yidd from owr British Haolstein
Friesian cross herd ™

Liocal dealer Halse of Homiton put
a Strautmann Verti Mix 1651 maode]
on-farm for demonstration and, after
Just two days, the Quick family
realised it was the machine for them.

Ration mixing
Mr (uick says “The ration was
miteed more gently. It looked lighter,
lonser and miore appealing,

“The oo just cleamed it up, with-
out sorting, it throwgh. Owr older
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Pt wths o bale processing ki, T

machine could easily over-process
the feed if you did not keep an eye on
it aned that could st us a5 the cows
would drop a bt of ywield.”

He says the Strawtmann ¥erti
Mix is a logical step forward at
Rull Green Farm.

He says: “Being a single vertical
AugEr means a more ompact feed-
er and it is ahout three foot chorter
than our old made. It is eagier and
muore manceuvrable around our
buildings - the same [30hp MFGAES

tractor kandles it comfortably - and

it camn hold up to 4.5 tonmes of feed "

“It does not matter how much
FUU WX, it creabes a consisbent mix
with everyload.”

e s the mixer“sability to handle
waried fesdstock also lends itself to
dhfferent chop length with silages.

Mir Chuick say= “EKnovwing the mizxer
wagon can deal with different length
forage meanswe are not commitied o
a precision chop fomger for every cut.
Sawith a lighter thind ot foreample,

Knowing the
mixer wagon

can deal with
different length
forage means we
are not committed
1o a precision
chop forager

for every cut

ALAN QUICK

we could swiich to 2 contractor’s for-
e SEMVICE, TIVING LS & oEst-
saving, with those lighter, thin orops”™

Overnight feed
Since armwing on-farm in August,
thie Strautmann has heen 1
zhout 3 Sthday for the farm s an
aernight feed, insupplement daytime
grazing for cows in-milk. The herd i=
an a year-round calving plan and the
farm makes full use of its grass oop
by grazing a= much as possible.
rUrllfn:'l: Y= "'lu'l'fnsﬁlsupplc

ment the herd's intake with a ration
everymight.”

Machime specification includes
tuwh magnets, wide tyres, heavy-disty
e, crss-ommeeyor and teo-spesd

He u:m “I carry out all the mix-
ing and fﬂed:ngm.ll:ls'-'eneu.q.ll-:h
ml-le"p__h sintheingredients. Witha rafion
whichincludes and marze slage,
plus siro, mmeumﬂ:mﬂ

quamtity of hlend, we have saned to
see a dadly increase of one litre per
cow in the first three months with the
Strautmann.

“When the herd is fully housed
for winter and the full effect of a daily
ration takes effect, | am expecting
to see 2 twiditre increase. And that
extra 200} litres/day will soon help
to pay off the feader.”

[P sslgghal -t



